Our Church’s Discernment About Our Name

What name do you
recommend for the
church? Why is this name meaningful for you?

A Native American
name such as
Hiawatha or Dakota This area is important to the native people

Agape is the Greek word for the fullness of God's love. | believe that "when the power
Agape Community of love is greater than the love of power, the world will know peace."

All Are Welcome I love the words of this song by Marty Haugen. And it will always be true.
All Are Welcome We sing it every Sunday. | believe it is at the core of what this congregation aspires to.
Beloved Community This is who and what we are, have been, and will be...

We are a bridge between people and groups, thoughts and feelings and we work to
bridge the divide between people and groups and cultures, and coincidentally we are
Bridge located near a bridge

Community It's all about community, isn't it?

We are a justice seeking church! We are located on a very prominent corner in Mpls
Corner on Justice and this where the justice work happens. We've got the "corner on justice"!

This name resonates with me after many discussions about possible names with my

family! First, our beloved church is located on a prominent CORNER; plus, we are

solid, like a STONE, when it comes to our commitment to protecting the earth, social
Cornerstone United justice causes, community and so much more! Please consider this name as an
Church of Christ alternative! Thank you!!!

Creekside Creekside connects us to our "place"

Creekside Ties the church to the land

Creekside It's part of our story transformation with the daycare and housing
Creekside Because of our connection to the childcare center in our building
Creekside It describes where the church is

Creekside Because we are creekside and it acknowledges the water

It does not identify church "vision" except for our relationship to CEC neighbors and
Creekside UCC Identity

Creekside It's already part of our church

Creekside
Community This name our location and how we view our church family as a community



Crossroads

Crossroads

Diamond Lake

Diamond Lake
Church

Diamond Lake Road

Faith

Faith

Faith Community

Faith Journey

Flower of Faith

Followers of the
Way

Harmony

Higher Ground

Higher Ground

1) Because many people come to Mayflower when they are at a spiritual crossroads
and they find understanding here; 2) because Mayflower puts itself at the crossroads of
justice issues and being at the crossroads of justice issues is our mission; 3) because
Jesus meets us when we are at a spiritual or justice crossroads; 4) geographic location
is a crossroads: |-35 and Diamond Lake Rd

Because many church members have found a home here when they find themselves
at a theological Crossroads; because the mission and vision of the church puts the
church at the Crossroads of political action and social justice; because Jesus was
consistently and intentionally at the Crossroads of conflicts to teach the Jesus path of
love and justice.

It honors our location in South Minneapolis and the history of the church that has been
committed to the city and neighborhood. Retaining UCC honors the denomination that
we are a part of and it drops the Congregational that has connection to the early
oppression of the Mayflower settlers. It also drops the Community which only adds to
the length of name.

| like place names. | am a map person and this orients us in the city. Diamond Lake
does not seemed to be named for a person, most likely the shape. So that also keeps
us from something possibly controversial

It is who we are and where we are

It honors Faith UCC members who chose to join Mayflower in the 1990s and we did
not take that opportunity to discern a name at the time that would reflect who we would
be as a blended congregation.

Represents our merger with Faith Church

The word Community has been important throughout Mayflower's history. We ARE
community, and it has been part of our name all along. Faith seems like the magnet
and the glue that bring us together and keeps us together, worshipping and working
together to achieve important things.

When we joined it was transformative to learn that faith is a journey, not a list of
changeless beliefs.

1) Incorporates “Faith” as theological principle; 2) incorporates “Faith” as a historical
name; 3) when people invariably start with “Mayflower” it can continue to
May-Flower-Of-Faith; 4) implies both the current flowering of old faith and future growth
to come

It signifies to me who we are...people who follow Jesus who is the Way, the Truth and
the Life.

Synonym for peace

We feel it is a great, more secular way of saying the "Jesus Path"... and so might draw
in both secular and previously/currently churched people as well. It points to the same
experiences and reality

Higher Ground is an image that implies a spirit journey toward the "better angels of our
nature". Higher Ground invites us into community, into collaborative, peace-building



Holy Walk, Sacred
Walk, Sacred Path

House of Peace

Inspire

Jesus Path

Journeys

Jubilee Community

Justice

Justice

Justice and Joy
Community

Justice Community
Justice for All

Justice Path or
Jesus Pathways

action. Higher Ground implies and includes the wisdom of Jesus, of Gandhi, or the
Dalai Lama, of MLK Jr., of Mother Theresa. Finding Higher Ground is stepping beyond
one's ego needs and into action on behalf of others . . for the greatest good of all.

| think "holy walk" reflects the continuing spiritual unfolding here. "Path" is used here as
in the "Jesus Path" - just an observation

The earliest Congregationalists called their churches "Meeting Houses." Peace is a
central tenet of Jesus' ministry and discipleship.

Its the word that leads off our mission statement

We, both a s a community and individually, aim to follow the Jesus Path. It is who we
are. It guides the actions of groups within and beyond our walls; and of individuals
supporting each other - our at large community. The name is also brief and
uncumbersome. Having UCC shows other we are part of a denomination.

The word "journey" is taken from the mission statement. "Jesus journey" sounded too
evangelical, so | shortened it to Journeys-- plural because we are all called to our
individual Jesus journeys as well as the collective journey of the church.

Jubilee is a biblical concept that calls for a freeing of slaves and cancellation of debts
every 7 years as an act of Justice to level the playing field for all people. | believe this
concept expresses one of the core values of our church community.

| feel this name is a reflection of who we are as a congregation. If we look at how we
spend our money(the funds budgeted for asylum seeker efforts), the tasks given to
“Community Clergy” and the efforts to save the planet, to name a few, are an indication
of a few of our priorities.. Our acknowledgment of whose land we sit on, our proximity
to George Floyd Square, the trips to the border to learn of the plight of our neighbors to
the South, the construction of Creekside to help address the housing crisis in our
community are some of the ways we work for justice as a congregation. The name
JUSTICE is an indication of an important piece of what we are about, certainly not the
totality but a crucial part of our identity!!!

It includes the congregation within and the community in action. It is spiritually in line
with scripture, theology, and action

| appreciated the juxtaposition of Joy and Justice (and the alliteration). Community
implies both the community inside the church as well as a commitment to our
community. | appreciate keeping the UCC connection visible in our name for those who
recognize it. (It doesn't really matter for those who don't.)

The name respects why we came and why we stay. "Justice" is in the mission
statement, as is "Community" (re: "Communion") - with God, each other and the
greater community.

This is at the core of our faith journey together.

It represents our church mission



Justice Seeking
Justice Way

Lakota Land

Living Faith

Living Faith

Living Justice

Long Table

May JUSTICE
Flower

Mayflower
Mayflower

Mayflower

Mayflower

Mayflower

Mayflower

This is WHO WE ARE...a Justice seeking church! It's in our DNA in all areas of social
and personal justice. From what I've heard...it's what draws folks to us.

It describes who we are
Originally the land we built on

Living reflects our intent to live our faith in an active way. Faith gives homage to the
members of Faith UCC who chose to join Mayflower. And, Faith, reflects how we strive
to be a faithful community and the ways that we demonstrate that faith through acts of
justice. Living Faith says our faith is how we live, or strive, to live our faith each and
every day.

Our congregation is known in the community and beyond for our social justice work.
We follow the "Jesus Path", "God is still speaking" and guides us. We are Open and
Affirming. We are stewards of the earth and its resources. We are there for one
another. We live our faith, | like the present tense - "living" and it is active, not
complacent or just reflective. There is room for reflection, worship, celebration, humor,
music - all in living our faith individually and as a congregation. | want our name to
reflect who we are and what we are about actively. | believe young people can get
behind the idea of belonging to a church that lives and practices what they believe in
no matter how narrowly or broadly defined - Christian, goddess, higher power, earth
based, community centered. Whatever ones faith, whoever one is (diversity inclusive),
they are welcome to live out their faith with us. Living our faith within the United Church
of Christ is who we are.

"Living" describes life, action, doing. "Justice" is named in our mission "To inspire
spiritual journeys on the Jesus path and to transform each individual into a catalyst for
justice through communion with God, education, and action."

"If you have more than you need, build a longer table, not a higher fence." This name
reflects our commitment to community, justice and inclusion. It also references the
communion table, one of the central symbols of the progressive church. All are
welcome here.

Maintains historic name that carries so many good accomplishments and a place on
the Twin Cities, and adds a new word that defines the modern focus of Mayflower

This name honors the ship that carried refugees seeking religious and personal
freedom to a new land. And as Mayflower our church is an honored and respected
denominational leader in our community and throughout the nation.

| chose this church partially for this name. Did not think of the ship
We are Pilgrim’s on the Journey of Jesus Path

It represents a pilgrimage, a search for freedom, resilience in turbulent times; it's
known in the community as a strong agent for change, a vessel that brought seekers to
safety.

90 years of tradition and memory not to be lost

I would like to keep Mayflower as our church's name. My grand-parents attended
Mayflower, my parents were married here, | was christened and baptized and attended
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Sunday school here. And my grandmother's funeral was held here (she was 101 years
old). Are we doing this because of the horrendous stories about when the pilgrims and
Puritans landed here? What about the good things about the Mayflower? It brought
people who were not only escaping religious persecution, but wanted to build a secure
life, be independent, be free and establish a home. | know | am in the minority, but it
doesn't make sense to want to change the name just because it is our 100th
anniversary.

Tradition and history matter. Mayflower represented brave folks seeking a new life.
Change would be costly and contentious. There are so many more important things.

It is the name of the church | joined and has been since its inception. | do not think of
those who came on the Mayflower as intruders anymore than central Americans fleeing
dangers and abuse. Those on the Mayflower were seeking religious freedom.

Mayflowers put the emphasis on each community member, each with their own color of
bloom, leaf shape, and interconnected root system; Mayflowers enables the church
community to make a change, while still keeping all the familiarity the "Mayflower
Church" brand has earned over 100+ years in South Minneapolis; Mayflowers allows
the church community to tell a welcoming story for the next 100 years — "we are
growing and whether you're a seedling or a seasoned, heritage variety, we welcome
you."

Word for transformation

Connects people who know the verse to Micah 6:8; it's easy to say that our meeting is
going to be at Micah UCC

Connects people who know the verse to Micah 6:8; it's easy to say that our meeting is
going to be at Micah UCC

Minneapolis — supports those who want location in the name; Earthwise — This actually
comes from us (see Mayflower website). “As a people of faith we believe we are called
to be earth-loving and earth-wise.”; “The Mayflower congregation officially voted to
become an Earthwise congregation in February, 2009.” So actually, we’ve already

voted to affirm this name!

“Minneapolis” — gives a nod to those who want to express location because it
separates us from other churches named “lighthouse.” (Other churches are named
Mayflower but our present name doesn’t separate us.) “Lighthouse” — invoke a guide —
a protector from crashing on the rock and continues the ship and voyage image. The
Bible has numerous “light” references: “I am the light of the world”; “Walk in light”; “The
people who walked in darkness have seen a great light”

I am of two minds about changing the name at all. It feels like denying our past,
although | accept that the name Mayflower might stir negative feelings in some.
Consequently, I'm suggesting a name that, while free, | hope, of negative connotations
harks back to the words of Pastor John Robinson to the departing Pilgrims and reflects
our hope that there is more truth and light to break forth from the Word.

| feel it is looking forward to the next leg of out collective walk on the Jesus Path -
horizons are always in front of us - seemingly unattainable but always worth the effort.
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| became a member because of how welcome | was made to fell by the congregation

| think this name has two sources of resonance for me. 'Path of Jesus' is an important
phrase that is used often in describing theology we (mostly) have in common, a phrase
that binds us. It also distinguishes us from those who adhere to the believing=salvation
form of theology, as 'Path' suggests actively following the teachings of Jesus. It would
be good to have that concept out as our public face.

I know this has already been suggested, but | want to second this motion. It retains the
integrity of the original intention of our existing name, references the Jesus Path that
we seek to follow, and encourages us to keep working to find a way to reach God's
dream of justice.

It just came to me - a logical path... 'the Jesus Path"

Because Jesus mentions peace over 300 times; because of John14:27 "Peace | leave
with you; my peace | give you. | do not give as the world gives. Do not let your hearts
be troubled and do not be afraid" because UCC are just peace churches but | feel "Just
Peace UCC" is too politically oriented. Peace UCC says it best.

This represents the biblical vision of "shalom"

Pilgrimage indicates a spiritual journey

looking for a name that shows our yearning for justice

"Let justice roll like a river" flowing, changing, reshaping its pathway. Hope is the
foundation of flow

A reference to Amos 5:24: “Let justice roll like a river”, and echoes the name of nearby
Minnehaha Creek (which in Dakota means falling or rapid water). This proposed name
connects our church’s dream of justice with this land and its sacred waters.

It reflects the progressive, forward-looking ideals of this church community, while also
keeping the idea of a ship sailing

It says all in one word who we are and what we are

"Seeds of Hope" was the title of a Capital Appeal (Campaign) a few years back to raise
money for, among other things, the solar panels! We are a community of people that is
constantly planting Seeds of Hope! Thank you for considering this name!

This is what draws us to this church - the emphasis on the central idea of both Judaism
and Christianity - the love and justice of God. Let us always be seeking justice in
everything we do!

Shalom is God's vision for a world of justice, peace, and love for one another.
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Just thought I'd throw another name in the hopper just in case it will inspire someone to
come up with a better one

Combines two of our passions/strengths: music and seeking justice

"This is my song, oh God of all creation, a song of peace for lands afar and more, this
is my home, the country where my heart is, here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy
shrine" (Finlandia hymn)

| think this captures the essence of our congregation.

We say in UCC parlance that God is still speaking. God's Spirit is like a burning fire,
alive with visions and blessings. It is in that Spirit that followers seek the Jesus Path.

St. Francis is a saint very connected to climate justice

He was the embodiment of our mission to inspire spiritual journeys on the Jesus path
and to transform each individual into a catalyst for justice through communion with
God, education, and action.

This is what we do.

That is the path we are on - it is forward moving

Defining our work by the phrase "The Jesus Way" has been a part of our culture for a
long time. The “church" means different things to different groups of people. Jesus'
Way is traceable, consistent, justice focused and loving.

The early Christians had this name for themselves and they worked hard for all around
them to show them The Way and what they connected with the Holy Spirit

| like the name because it speaks to change within, among and beyond. It's aspirational
yet practical. It's one word!

Transforming love into justice

| love the often stated saying, "We don't know if it happened exactly this way, but we
know the story is true." It speaks to an understanding of the mystery of faith and how it
can (despite some people's opinion) be in harmony with a science - believing mind set.

Means humanity
It is what we are called to be. It is what we strive to be

The "way" is open, inclusive and points people to find their way spiritually. Flower
reminds us of our Mayflower community and church history and heritage and our
connection to nature

It depicts your spiritual way; Also, add vibrant colors like rainbow and flowers/nature to
depict being part of nature, dynamic life force and very inclusive; TheWayflower.com is
available on GoDaddy almost free as a domain name.
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It describes who we are

It retains a portion of the original name, references the "lilies of the field", our deep
commitment to the Earth, and we are a little wild are we not? | mean this in the best
flip-the-tables-in-the-temple sort of way. Wildflower, has a ring to it and is true to the
spirit of our community in my experience. A wildflower's roots run deep. | see it as an
aspiration to break free what should be free again and return to the wildness that is
Christ's work here and now.

We are a congregation dedicated to the practice of peace individually and societally.
Jesus calls us to put our faith into practice by following his example. The word "peace'
is spoken by Jesus many times and he calls us to be peacemakers as well.



